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Manchester Asks Apolog y 

Author's Tale 



NEW YORK, Dee. 26 IUPI) - 
William Manchester said today 
he was reluctant to take on the 
job of writing “The Death of a 
President” but did so because 
he didn’t have the heart to turn 
down Mrs. John F. Kennedy. 

In a letter defending himself 
from another writer’s charge 
that he committed a breach of 
faith, Mr. Manchester recalled 
the circumstances under which 
he accepted the former First 
Lady’s invitation to write an 
account of President Kennedy’s 
assassination. 


“I vividly recall that after the 
telephone call from Washington 
asking me to undertake this 
project I turned to my secretary 
and said, ‘How can I say no to 
Mrs. Kennedy?’ She replied, 
‘You can’t’ Nor could I.” 


WILLIAM MANCHESTER 


One did not, I felt, bargain 
over a national tragedy,” he 
said. 

APOLOGY 

Mr. Manchester’s letter, 
published in today’s New York 
Times, took issue with the 
charge by author Theodore H. 
White that he had broken faith 
; with. Mrs. Kennedy in failing io 
abide by an agreement to 
submit his manuscript for 
approval. He said Mr. White 
owed him an apology. 

Mr. Manchester said that 
“under ordinary circumstances” 
he would never have agreed to 
submit his book for approval. 
He cited “the nation’s emotional 
climate in the wake of the 


President’s murder,” however, 
and added: “It was difficult to 
think clearly.” 

“The instrument I signed 
provided for family ratification. 
It was unthinkable that the 
Kennedys be asked to read the 
book — that would have meant 
reliving their private tragedy; it 
would have been too much. 
Therefore a team of men, each 
of whom had been close to 
President Kennedy, was 
designated to represent the 

“With the full approval of the 
family,” Mr. Manchester said, 
he made the agreement with 
Look concerning serialization 
of the book. 


